
Council Tuesday, 15 March 2022 
 

 

48.1 RESPONSE TO THE JESUIT SOCIAL SERVICES - DROPPING OFF THE EDGE REPORT 2021  

Author Reginald Budarick 

 

Legislative () Corporate () Other (x) 

Purpose 

To present to Council a summary report developed by Council Administration in relation to 

the Jesuit Social Services “Dropping off the Edge Report 2021” as it relates to the Rural City 

of Murray Bridge.  

Background 

At its meeting of 31 January 2022 Council resolved as follows:  

 

“That Council provides a report in response to the Jesuit Social Services “Dropping off the 

Edge Report 2021”as it relates to the Rural City of Murray Bridge.” 
 

For more than 20 years, Jesuit Social Services has been researching complex disadvantage 

in communities around Australia. 

Their ground-breaking 1999 report, Unequal in Life, detailed the web of disadvantage 

limiting life outcomes for communities in Victoria and New South Wales. A second report in 

2004 revisited disadvantage in these two states, while subsequent reports expanded the 

scope to cover every state and territory in Australia. 

In 2007, the first national edition of the research, Dropping off the Edge, contributed to the 

establishment of the Social Inclusion Board. Advocacy following the 2015 edition led to 

Jesuit Social Services establishing the Centre for Just Places in 2021.  

The rich and detailed Dropping off the Edge research has been used by federal, state and 

local governments to inform decision-making, tailor program delivery and inform practices 

over more than 20 years. It is also used by communities themselves to deepen 

understanding of local challenges and advocate for change. 

Proposal 

That Council receives and notes the Dropping off the Edge Report 2021 Summary at 

Attachment 1. 

 

For the full report please refer to the following link 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6170c344c08c146555a5bcbe/t/61958bf805c25c1e068da90f/1637190707712/DOTE_Report+_Final.pdf 

 

The following information provides an overview on how the report relates to the Rural City of 

Murray Bridge including the issues, current & future strategies and actions. 

 

Murray Bridge was listed as one of the most disadvantaged locations in SA, along with Port 

Augusta, Port Pirie, Ceduna and Whyalla (see table below). 

Whilst Murray Bridge ranked in the top ten disadvantaged in SA it was not identified in the 

locations with five or more indicators in the top five per cent or in the SA locations with 

persistent disadvantage.  
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Issues - The specific Murray Bridge disadvantage issues were not identified in the report, 

however the report ranked each area on disadvantage based on the number of times the 

area was identified in the top five per cent against the grouped indicators. Further, the 

following the indicators that contributed mostly to SA indexing were internet access, 

particulate matter (particle pollution) and prison admissions per 1000 population. 

Responses - Council has implemented a multitude of strategies and mechanisms comprising 

of policy, strategic and action planning, programs, projects and activities including 

significant community funding to help counteract the identified issues.   

Please find attached a Summary Report of actions and strategies that Council has either 

completed, are underway or planned, in Attachment 1. 

 

Legislative Requirements 

Local Government Act 1999 

Council Policy 

Community Plan 2016-2032 

Strategic Plan 2020-2024 

Council Grants Policy 

Environmental Management Plan 2020-24 inclusive of Climate Emergency Action Plan 

Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications directly applicable to this matter.  
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Risk 

Utilising the “Dropping off the Edge Report” findings assists Council in directing funding and 

services to the areas of need. It also informs us of the most current trends within Murray 

Bridge in relation to South Australia and Australia. It reduces the risk of unforeseen outcomes 

resulting from outdated data. 

WHS 

There are no WHS implications directly applicable to this matter.  

Asset Management 

There are no asset management implications directly applicable to this matter.  

Implementation Strategy 

In accordance with the Annual Business Plan, Strategic Plan and the Community Plan’s 
requirement for reporting to Council and the community. 

Communication Strategy 

No communications strategy is required.  

 

Strategic Plan 

Goal 4 - Connected Communities  

4.1 - Connected Communities 

 

 

Recommendation 

1. That item number 48.1 on the  Council  agenda of 15 March 2022 be received  

2. That Council notes the Dropping Off the Edge Report 2021 Summary at Attachment 1 

 

Attachments 

1.  Dropping Off the Edge Report 2021 Summary Attachment 

  

  

Council Resolution 

 

Cr Thorley moved 

1. That item number 48.1 on the  Council  agenda of 15 March 2022 be received  

2. That Council notes the Dropping Off the Edge Report 2021 Summary at Attachment 1 

 

Seconded by Cr Baltensperger and CARRIED Unanimously
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